
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS

AREA 2 PLANNING COMMITTEE DATED 19 August 2015

Mereworth (Mereworth) TM/15/01576/FL
Downs And Mereworth

Conversion of equestrian buildings to form 1no. residential dwelling and associated 
works at Land Opposite Highlands Farmhouse Horns Lane Mereworth for Mrs 
Claire Trevill

Private reps: Four letters of support have been submitted (one from neighbour in Horns 
Lane, one from a resident in Mereworth and two from residents on Butchers Lane), all 
comment that they know that the site has been subject to break ins and cases of 
vandalism and can understand why the applicant wants to live on her premises to 
safeguard her property and her horses. Comments are also made that the development 
will not create extra traffic or noise, the accommodation sits within the current footprint of 
the buildings and as the accommodation is on one level so it will not create any privacy 
issue for neighbours. 

Applicant: The applicant considers that there are serious inaccuracies in the report with 
regard to previous incidents of theft and vandalism at the site. There have been a number 
of incidents of criminal damage and she finds it unprofessional that the Police have not 
provided details of these. Also the alleged “decline” in the use of the facilities for horse 
riding, which is cited as a reason for objection by those who have limited equestrian 
knowledge, and has no bearing on the application. Finally there seems to be a lot of 
crystal – ball gazing with respect to future building plans for the site – all of which is 
considered ill-informed speculation and has no basis in fact. 

DPHEH: No evidence has been presented to indicate the level of crime referred to by the 
applicant and her neighbours. In any event, this is not an issue which is normally given 
significant weight in a case of an application proposing protection of a hobby use and not a 
livelihood.

RECOMMENDATION REMAINS UNCHANGED 

Trottiscliffe TM/15/01687/OA
Downs

Outline Application: Erection of a four bedroom detached dwelling of approximately 
300 square metres habitable area with double garage to the rear of Little Reeds with 
access from Ford Lane with matters of appearance, landscaping and scale to be 
reserved at Little Reeds Ford Lane Trottiscliffe West Malling for Mr David 
Spreadbury
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Applicant: The applicant has submitted an email the existing hedge and bushes will remain 
on the Western boundary. It is possible that the plan that was submitted could be 
interpreted that the hedge and bushes would be removed. This is NOT the case.
The new driveway will be a metre or more away (east) from the Western boundary hedge 
and bushes, inside the property.

DPHEH: Since the publication of the main report, Officers have further considered the 
need for tree protection measures to be required as part of the development in light of their 
function of screening the development in the AONB.

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION

Additional Condition:

11.The details submitted in pursuance of condition 1 shall be accompanied by a scheme 
of landscaping and boundary treatment which shall include a tree survey specifying the 
position, height, spread and species of all trees on the site, together with the provision 
for the retention and protection of existing trees and shrubs.  Thereafter, the 
development shall be carried out in such a manner as to avoid damage to the existing 
trees, including their root system, or other planting to be retained, by observing the 
following:

a) All trees to be preserved shall be marked on site and protected during any 
operation on site by a fence erected at 0.5m above the canopy spread (or as 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority).

b) No fires shall be lit within the spread of the branches of the trees.

c) No material or equipment shall be stored within the spread of the branches of the 
trees.

d) Any damage to trees shall be made good with a coating of fungicidal sealant.

e) No roots over 50mm diameter shall be cut and unless expressly authorised by this 
permission no buildings, roads or other engineering operations shall be constructed 
or carried out within the spread of the branches of the trees.

f) Ground levels within the spread of the branches of the trees shall not be raised or 
lowered in relation to the existing ground level, except as may be otherwise agreed 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason:  Pursuant to Section 197 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and to 
protect and enhance the appearance and character of the site and locality.

Trottiscliffe TM/15/01758/OA
Downs And Mereworth
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Outline Application: Construction of a 4 bedroom single dwelling at Downsview 8 
Green Lane Trottiscliffe West Malling for Dan Dryden

Objection from CPRE Tonbridge and Malling District: The five bedroom dwelling by reason 
of its bulk, height and massing is out of character with the local built vernacular within 
Downsview, which is typified by small housing terraces. It is located on the edge of village 
confines and within the AONB and as a result would fail to conserve the natural beauty of 
the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The proposal is therefore contrary to 
core policies CP24.1, CP6.1 and CP13.  The application appears to be lacking significant 
planning detail including a Design and Access Statement, a Planning Statement and a Site 
Location Plan at 1:1250 scale with a red line encompassing the proposal. Whether this is 
an omission on the website or an omission in the application, in which case it should not 
have been validated, we cannot tell. The original application for five houses and three 
bungalows 84/10956/OLD granted with conditions. It is our understanding that one of the 
conditions restricted the amount of built development on the site. Since the detail is not 
available on the web we cannot determine the Officer's reasons for that restriction or 
whether they remain relevant.

DPHEH: The main report makes reference at paragraph 1.2 to the indicative footprint 
having been reduced. At this time the applicant also altered the number of bedrooms to 
four from five. The proposal description has therefore been amended to propose a four 
bedroom dwelling. 

The consultee response dates referred to in paragraph 6.13 of the main report are as 
follows: Press Notice (carried out by the applicant) 07.09.2015, Notice to Serve on owners 
(carried out by applicant) 28.08.2015, Site Notice (carried out by LPA) 11.09.2015, 
Neighbour letters 06.09.2015. Therefore, should Members be minded to resolve to grant 
permission in line with the recommendation, the decision could not be issued until after the 
11 September 2015. 

The additional objection received from CPRE raises concerns in relation to the content of 
the application. As the proposal is at Outline stage there is only a requirement for limited 
detail. Full details of scale, layout, appearance would be submitted for full consideration at 
Reserved Matters stage. The 1984 approval for the small cul de sac of dwellings is not 
relevant to this application as Members must consider the application based on current 
local and national policy which is relevant. 

Two additional conditions are proposed in relation to commencement and contamination. 
An informative is proposed to advise the applicant of the expectation the Reserved matters 
will adhere to the indicative height and floorspace. Please note conditions will be 
renumbered on final Decision Notice as necessary. 

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION

Additional Conditions:

10. The development hereby permitted shall be begun either before the expiration of 
three years from the date of this permission, or before the expiration of two years 
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from the date of approval of the last of the reserved matters to be approved, 
whichever is the later.

Reason:  In pursuance of Section 92(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990.

11. (a) If during development work, significant deposits of made ground or indicators of 
potential contamination are discovered, the work shall cease until an investigation/ 
remediation strategy has been agreed with the Local Planning Authority and it shall 
thereafter be implemented by the developer.

(b) Any soils and other materials taken for disposal should be in accordance with 
the requirements of the Waste Management, Duty of Care Regulations. Any soil 
brought onsite should be clean and a soil chemical analysis shall be provided to 
verify imported soils are suitable for the proposed end use.

(c) A closure report shall be submitted by the developer relating to (a) and (b) above 
and other relevant issues and responses such as any pollution incident during the 
development.

Reason: In the interests of amenity and public safety.

 
Additional Informative:

7. The applicant is advised that the details submitted at Reserved Matters stage are 
expected to show a scheme with total habitable floorspace no greater than 250sqm 
as shown on the indicative layout received on 31 July 2015 and an overall height no 
greater than that of 8 Downsview, Green Lane. 


